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Hamburg Industrial Development Agency
Board of Directors Meeting
December 13, 2023, 8:00am
Blasdell Village Hall

Present Excused Guests

Bob Reynolds Andy Palmer Jennifer Strong, Neill & Strong
Tom Moses Wence Valentin Mary Doran, HIDA

Davis Podkulski Anna Masucci, Pitch Hamburg

Bob Hutchison Mike DiTonto, Pitch Hamburg
Janet Plarr Executive Director Michael Cornell, Pitch Hamburg
Cam Hall Sean Doyle Heather Sidorowicz, Pitch Hamburg
Jamel Perkins Jeff Leyonmark, Pitch Hamburg
Pledge of Allegiance

-Roll Call

-Motion to open the board meeting at 8:20am

Moved:Jamel Perkins Seconded: Davis Podkulski
Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

-Motion to approve the November 2023 board meeting minutes

Moved: Janet Plarr Seconded: Tom Moses
Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Carried

Treasurer, Bob Reynolds, gave an update on the financials. November had interest income of $4,014.07
and expenses totaled $16,159.71 which included; payroll, office supplies and a sponsorship. Balance on
the accounts is $955,030.55.

Cam Hall asked if we are on track without the fee income as projected. Doyle stated he curtailed some of
the budgeted expenses; marketing/technology. Going forward the 2024 budget is more conservative and
looks positive with the Feedmore Project and 2 projects still to close. Bob Reynolds stated the HIDA is
within its 2023 projected spending budget.

-Motion to approve the November 2023 Treasurer Report

Moved: Cam Hall Seconded: Janet Plarr
Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried



Executive Director Update:

-Doyle had a meeting with a perspective developer and the town planner for the Gateway building.
-Feedmore draft application is 90% complete for the bond financing.

-Blasdell/Woodlawn Brownfield opportunity Doyle has had contact with the fire chief.

-WNYSCAR — Annual Awards dinner February 15, 2024, Doyle will send out further information for any
Board member that would like to attend.

-Hamburg Village Economic Development Planning meeting January 24, 2024,

New Business:
Reappointment of transaction counsel 2024 Neill and Strong Attorneys and Counselors, PC

-Motion to appoint Neill & Strong Attorneys and Counselors P.C. as Special Council and Transaction
Council to the Hamburg Industrial Development Agency for the year 2024.

Moved:Bob Reynolds Seconded: Jamel Perkins

Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

2023 Staff Performance Payments

Board President, Bob Hutchison, read the following staff performance resolutions:

WHEREAS, HIDA Executive Director Sean Doyle is a diligent and valued employee of the HIDA;

WHEREAS, the HIDA Board recognizes the talents, hard work and dedication of Mr. Doyle and wishes to reward him for his
service to the HIDA.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS, THAT:
1. That the HIDA pay to Sean Doyle a bonus in the amount of $8,000.00 for the year 2023 in the next payroll.
2. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The foregoing Resolution was duly put to a roll call vote at a regular meeting on December 13, 2023.

Moved:Bob Reynolds Seconded: Janet Plarr

Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

WHEREAS, HIDA Executive Assistant Mary Doran is a diligent and valued employee of the HIDA:

WHEREAS, the HIDA Board recognizes the talents, hard work and dedication of Ms. Doran and wishes to reward her for her
service to the HIDA.



NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS, THAT:
1. That the HIDA pay to Mary Doran a bonus in the amount of $2,000.00 for the year 2023 in the next payroll.
2. This resolution shall take effect immediately.

The foregoing Resolution was duly put to a roll call vote at a regular meeting on December 13, 2023.

Moved:Bob Hutchison Seconded: Cam Hall

Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

Pitch Hamburg Funding Request

-Doyle introduced to the HIDA Board, the Pitch Hamburg Board members and Executive Director in
attendance today to request grant funding; Anna Masucci, Michael Cornell, Jeff Leyonmark, Heather
Sidorowicz and Mike DiTonto.

Anna Masucci, Executive Director, thanked the board for the 2023 grant and talked about the educational
classes the 2023 grant funded and the number of people that attended from the community. Additionally,
she mentioned additional grants that Pitch has applied for going forward.

Michael Cornell, spoke of the asset Pitch Hamburg is to the community. Hamburg High School students
were brought to Pitch to see firsthand business creation. He said it is invaluable in giving students the
mindset of “job maker™ instead of “job taker”. Additionally, students presented their own ideas at the 2023
Pitch Hamburg competition.

Jeff Leyonmark, spoke on Pitch Hamburg’s uniqueness to Hamburg, other communities do not have this
type of resource.

Heather Sidorowicz, stated last year it was a concept and now after the first competition there are 3
successful companies in Hamburg that were not here a year ago. One company is in talks to open its first
brick and mortar store.

Mike DiTonto, said it’s a dollar and a dream. This has been six year in the making and the leadership he
has learned from this group is what entrepreneurs will be learning too.

Doyle, stated he is also on the Pitch Hamburg Board and he asked Anna Masucci to talk more about their
other sources of funding.

Masucci stated the Town of Hamburg has been a large supporter. In 2024 they will be applying to the
Ralph Wilson Foundation as well as making a request to Assemblyman Jonathan Rivera. They currently
have a $10,000 commitment from John Gilmour’s office. West Herr Ford was a $10,000 sponsor of the
2023 Pitch Hamburg competition. She said some of their applications have been denied and other
applications requested matching funds.



Cam Hall, said last year the program was successful and it is perfectly in-line with the HIDA mission.
Appreciating that the HIDA had a light year in 2023 it cannot be the primary funder. He suggested
increasing the grant to $50,000 but frame it as a match.

Bob Reynolds, Treasurer, is in support of the program and suggested giving $25,000 upfront and $25,000 as
amatch. He said the HIDA supporting this program and giving tax dollars back to the community is a
great idea,

The board members were in agreement and Doyle read the following:

- Motion The town of Hamburg Industrial Development agency will pledge $25,000 in grant funding and
an additional $25,000 challenge grant to support Pitch Hamburg and its efforts to train entrepreneurs and
drive commercial real estate investment and employment opportunities in the Town of Hamburg, New
York. Upon execution of a contract/agreement with Pitch Hamburg the HIDA will grant $25,000 and an
additional $25,000 in challenge funds to Pitch Hamburg for the purpose of educating the 2024 cohorts and
authorize HIDA chairman to read and sign such agreement/contract.

Moved:Cam Hall Seconded: Tom Moses

Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

-Privilege of the Floor — no comments

-Motion to adjourn at 9:01am

Moved:Davis Podkulski Seconded: Jamel Perkins

Ayes: Moses, Podkulski, Hutchison, Reynolds, Plarr, Hall, Perkins
Nays: none

Carried

Sincerely.

[

‘Sean Doyle, Executive Director

Next meeting: January 10, 2024 7:30AM Blasdell Village Hall



